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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, B.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §1.55, Applicant submits herewith a copy 
of the following foreign application: 

Japanese Patent Application No. 2000-009955, filed January 13, 2000. 

It is respectfully requested that Applicants be given the benefit of the foreign filing date, 
as evidenced by the certified papers attached hereto, in accordance with the requirements of 35 
U.S.C. §119. 

Respectfiilly submitted, 
STAAS & HALSEY, LLP 



Dated: March 8. 2000 



700 Eleventh Street, N.W. 
Suite 500 

Washington, D.C. 20001 
(202) 434-1500 



By: 





B m ^ ¥(■ 

PATENT OFFICE 
JAPANESE GOVERNMENT 

Hiis is to certify that the annexed is a true copy of the following application as filed 
with this Office. 

m ^ B B 

Date of Aw)lication: 2000^ I^ISH 
* 0 # 

Apirfication Number: i^J^ 2000 — 009955 
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Applicant (s): W±Mm^^U. 
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